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DETAILED ACTION 

Election/Restrictions 

The restriction requirement described in the office action mailed on 10/05/06 is 
withdrawn in view of applicants' remarks. The claims are hereby examined in 
their entirety. 

Double Patenting 

Claims 1-121 are rejected on the ground of nonstatutory obviousness-type 
double patenting as being unpatentable over claims 11-16 and 29-36 of U.S. 
Patent No. 6,492,568 ('568). Although the conflicting claims are not identical, 
they are not patentably distinct from each other because when the cited claims of 
6,492,568 are viewed in light of the teaching in the specification the instant 
invention is taught. 

Scope of claims 1 1-16 and 29-36 of '568. 
Claims 11-16 and 29-36 are directed to a method of making a branched 
alcohol composition wherein the process comprises regenerating the sorbent. 
Regenerating the sorbent comprises exposing the sorbent to regeneration 
conditions comprising a quantity of oxygen and temperature effective to 
regenerate said sorbent. 

Ascertaining the difference between claims 11-16 and 29-36 of '568 and the 

instant claims. 

Claims of '568 teach regenerating the solvent under conditions suitable for 
doing so. However the claims are silent as to the exact temperature ranges, 
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duration of regenerating conditions, oxygen content and the source of oxygen 
atmosphere, effectiveness of sorbent after regeneration, pressure and oxygen 
flow rate. 

Obviousness 

Although the details of what exactly regenerating conditions encompass 
do not appear in the claims, the specification provides the said details in column 
5 lines 9-29 and when the claims are view in light of the teachings in the 
specification the instant invention it taught. In column 5, lines 9-29 the following 
regeneration conditions are taught: 

-Oxygen containing atmosphere including air, oxygen/nitrogen atmosphere, 
oxygen gas. 

-Temperature of 200-550°C, preferably 450-600°C, and cooling to a temperature 
below 100°C, preferably 25°C. 
-No loss of sorbing capacity. 

-Duration of regenerating condition from about 0.5hr to about 100hr. 
The specification is silent with respect to the flow rate of oxygen and the pressure 
during the regeneration conditions. The flow rate of oxygen in the instant 
application is a very broad range .001 - 50 L/hr and the pressure range includes 
atmospheric pressure. In the absence of proof to the contrary the conditions 
described in '568 include the said pressure and flow oxygen flow rate. 

Conclusion 

Claims 1-121 are pending 
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Claims 1-121 are rejected 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 



the examiner should be directed to Yevgeny Valenrod whose telephone number 
is 571-272-9049. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30am-5:00pm M- 
F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Thurman Page can be reached on 571-272-0602. The 
fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service 
Representative or access to the automated information system, call 800-786- 
9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. S~\ 
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